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By  Mr.  BENJ.  COLMA  N. 

WITH 

A  REPLY 

V  TO  '  -r 

The  Objections  made  againft  it 
from  Principles  of  Confcience. 

InaLETTER  from  a  Minifter  at  Bojlon. 

To  which  is  now  prefixed. 

An  Hiftorical  Introduction. 

By  DANIEL  NEAL ,  M.A. 

Then  faid  JESUS  unto  them ,  I  will  ask  you  one  'Thing 
IS  IT  LAWFUL  TO  SAVE  LlFE  OR  TO  DESTROY  IT 
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INTRODUCTION. 


H  E  following  Papers  were  printed 
a  few  Months  ago  at  Bofion  in  New 
England ,  where  the  Small  Box  ra¬ 
ged  the  latter  End  of  laft  Summer 
with  a  Malignity  little  inferior  to  the  Plague  it 
felf  5  for  out  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand, 
which  is  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  that 
Town  at  prefent,  there  died  throughout  the 
whole  Month  of  OElober ,  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  a  Week.  The  Diftemper  began  about 
Midfummery  and  not  having  vifited  the  Tqwty 
for  nineteen  Years  before,  the  People  were 
quickly  in  a  Confirmation;  Trade  was  at  a  ftand^ 
the  Churches  were  unfrequented,  the  general 
Affembly  and  Courts  of  judicature  removed 
todiftant  Places,  and  All  that  were  in  Circunv 
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{lances  endeavour'd  to  fly  from  the  Infedion : 
In  this  melancholy  Situation  of  Affairs,  one 
of  the  Minifters  publiflfd  an  Addrefs  to  the 
Phyficians  of  the  Town,  recommending  the 
new  Method  of  Inoculating  the  Small  'Pox, 
as  publifli’d  fome  Years  ago  among  the  Philofo- 
phical  TranfaBions  of  the  Royal  Society ,  but 
they  rejeded  the  Propofal,  and  the  Writer  was 
rewarded  with  thelnfults  of  the  People. 

We  have  no  certain  Account  in  Hiftory  of 
the  Inventor  of  this  Method;  but  Dr.  Pylariniy 
Venetian  Conful  at  Smyrna ,  fays,  it  was  firft 
difeovered  in  that  Part  of  Greece  call’d  TheJJafy > 
^nd  from  thence  brought  to  Conftantinople ; 
that  it  was  pradifed  only  among  the  lower 
fort  of  People ’till  the  Year  1701,  when  the 
Small  Pox  being  very  mortal  in  the  City,  a 
great  many  Noble  Families  among  the  Greeks 
fubmitted  to  it;  but  the  Turks  aferibing  ail 

Events  to  Fate,  for  that  Reafon  refus’d  to  come 
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into  it.  - 

Dr.  Timoni  Phyfician  at  Conftantinople ,  in 
his  Letter  to  the  Royal  Society  dated  ^December 
1713,  adds  that  the  Method  of  Inoculating  the 
Small  Pox  had  been  introduc’d  into  Conftanti¬ 
nople  about  forty  Years  before,  by  the  Circajft- 
ansy  Georgians ,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Afia ; 
and  that  for  the  laft  eight  Years  it  h^d  been  prac- 
tifed  with  fuch  Succefs  upon  fome  thoufands  of 
Perfons  of  all  Ages,  Sexes,  and  Conftitutions, 
that  not  one  of  them  had  dy’d,  tho’at  the  fame 
time  the  Diftemper  was  fo  malignant,  that  half 
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the  Perfons  who  were  feiz'd  with  it  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  Way,  mifcarried.  , 

*Tis  but  very  lately  that  thisPra&ice  has  been 
introduced  into  thefe  Parts  of  Europe  7  the  firft 
Example  among  us  was  in  April  laft,  when  the 
Lady  Wort  ley  Mount  ague  fent  for  Mr  .Maitland, 
who  had  been  Surgeon  to  the  Honourable 
Worthy  Mount ague ,  Efq;  when  he  was  Ambafi 
fador  at  the  Ottoman  Port,  and  acquainted  him 
withherRefolutionsof  having  the  Small  Fox 
inoculated  on  her  Daughter,  an  Infant  of  about 
four  or  five  Years  old  y  Mr.  Maitland  had  per¬ 
form'd  the  Operation  on  her  only  Son,  about  4 
Years  before  at  Conftantinople  with  fuchSuc- 
cefs,  that  the  Lady  was  refolv'd  to  fubmit  her 
Daughter  to  it :  He  accordingly  engrafted  the 
Small  Fox  in  both  her  Arms  5  the  Child  con¬ 
tinued  eafy  and  well  'till  the  tenth  Night,  except 
a  few  little  Spots  and  Flufliings,  but  then  began 
to  be  hot  and  feverifh  ;  the  next  Morning  the 
Small  Fox  appear'd,  ripen'd  and  went  off  in 
a  few  Days,  the  Child  being  fo  well  as  to 
play  about  the  Room  all  the  while.  Next 
Month  he  perform'd  the  Operation  on  the  only 
Son  of  a  learned  Phyfician  in  London ,  and 
in  the  Month  of  Auguft  following,  in  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  their  Royal  Highnefles  Commands,  he 
engrafted  the  Small  Fox  on  fix  of  the  con¬ 
demned  Criminals  at  Newgate ,  in  the  Prefence 
of  feveral  eminent  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  and 
others;  of  which  He  has  given  the  World  a 
very  .particular  Account, 
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In  a  Letter  from  New  England  lately  pub- 
lifh’d  by  Mr.  "Dimmer ,  the  Author  acquaints 
us,  that  He  had  met  with  feveral  African  Ne¬ 
groes ,  whoaflured  him  that  the  Method  of  in¬ 
oculating  the  Small  Box  was  fo  generally  prac¬ 
ticed  in  their  Country,  that  when  our  Euro - 
jteZTzTraders  ontheCoaft  of  Guinea, happen'd  to 
buy  any  Slaves  that  had  not  had  the  Diftemper,  . 
they  ufually  fent  them  a  Shore  to  be  Inocula¬ 
ted \  that  they  might  come  to  a  better  Market 
in  the  Wefl  Indies ;  for  a  Proof  of  which  they 
fhew  d  him  the  Marks  of  the  Incifions  on  their 
Arms*  but  the  Truth  of  this  Relation  depend¬ 
ing  chiefly  upon  the  Teftimony  of  Negroes ,  I 
fhould  think  it  worth  while  to  confult  Tome  of  ' 
our  Englijh  Traders  to  thofe  Parts,  before  we 
give  entire  Credit  to  it. 

Tis  certain  however,  that  upon  the  Credit 
of  fome  of  the  foremention’d  Relations,  Dr. 
Boylfton  one  of  the  Phyficians  of  Bofton  ven¬ 
tur'd  to  introduce  the  Inoculation ,  into  that 
Xown  about  Midfummer  laft ;  He  firft  tryed 
the  Experiment  on  two  of  his  Slaves,  and  then 
upon  his  Son,  a  Child  of  about  five  or  fix  Years 
old,  with  all  the  Succcfs  He  could  defire  :  but 
it  is  incredible  to  think  what  a  Storm  of  Re¬ 
proach  fell  upon  the  Doctor  within  a  few  Days 
for  his  bold  Attempt:  The  reft  of  the  Phyfi¬ 
cians  publifli’d  it  as  their  Opinion,  “  That  the 
u  Inoculation  was  prejudicial  to  the  Welfare 
“  of  Mankind,  that  it  had  proved  the  Death 
iC  of  fome,  and  had  brought  incurable  Diftem- 
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^  Inftances ;  ”  One  of  them,  a  Frenchman , 

made  Affidavit,  “  That  about  twenty  five 

» 

“  Years  ago,  he  had  feen  thirteen  Soldiers 
a  in  the  French  Army  inoculated  5  of  whom 
“  four  died,  fix  recovered,  with  abundance 
“  of  Trouble,  and  the  other  three  found  no 
“  Effed  of  it  upon  them/'  He  added, 
“  That  at  the  Battle  of  Almanza ,  two  Muf- 
u  covite  Soldiers  had  been  inoculated,  one 
“  of  whom  recovered,  but  the  other  dyed 
cc  in  fix  Weeks  Time,  his  Body  being  prodi- 
“  gioufly  fwell’d,  and  his  Lungs  ulcerated, 
“  And  that  in  Flanders  ■>  about  twenty  Years 
“  ago,  a  Captain  under  his  Cure  for  the  Small 
“  Pox,  told  him  that  he  had  been  inoculated 
cc  five  or  fix  Times,  without  any  other  Ef- 
fed  than  an  incurable  Ulcer  in  one  of  his 
<c  Arms.  ”  This  was  publilh’d  in  the  News 
Papers  here  at  London ;  but  who  can  believe, 
that  an  Experiment  of  this  Nature  fliould  be 
fo  often  repeated,  and  that  there  ffiould  not 
be  a  Man  in  thefe  Parts  of  the  World  that 
fhould  hear  of  its  being  performed  in  Europe , 
till  within  thefe  three  or  four  Years?  Do  Sol¬ 
diers  ufe  to  take  fuch  Care  of  their  Health  > 
Or  is  the  Camp  a  proper  Place  for  fuch  aii 
Operation  >  If  the  Inoculation  had  been  per¬ 
form'd  upon  them,  only  as  an  Experiment, 
Tis  ftrange  that  no  publick  Notice  ffiould  be 
taken  of  it,  when  it  had  fuch  fatal  Confe- 
quences:  But  that  which  effedually  deftroys 
the  Credit  of  this  Teftimony  is,  that  if  it 
were  true,  the  New  Method  mu{t  have  been 

X  pradifed 


(  '8  ) 

pradifed  in  fcveral  Parts  of  Europe ,  before 
it  was  taken  Notice  of  at  Conftantinople  it  felft 
However,  this  ftrange  Affidavit  had  fuch  an 
Influence  upon  the  People,  that  Dr.  Boylfton 
was  infulted  as  he  walk’d  the  Streets  $  fome 
of  his  Neighbours  threatned  to  bring  an  In- 
didment  of  Felony  againft  him,  for  carrying 
the  Infedion  from  one  part  of  the  Town  to 
the  other ;  and  at  length,  the  Juftices  of  the 
Town>  and  the  Select  Men ,  fummoned  him 
before  them ;  and  having  feverely  reprimand¬ 
ed  him  for  his  Raffinefs,  forbad  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  ;  it  being  the  general  Opinion  at  that  Time, 
that  the  Inoculation  wou’d  prove  the  Fore¬ 
runner  of  the  Plague. 

But  to  deflroy  the  Credit  of  the  New  Me¬ 
thod  more  effedually,  there  was  publifh’d  a- 
bout  the  fame  Time,  in  the  Bofton  News- 
Letter,  an  indecent  Satire,  wherein  the  Au¬ 
thor,  after  having  inveighed  bitterly  againft 
the  Inoculation ,  calling  it  Wicked  and  Felo¬ 
nious*  and  comparing  it  to  the  Xnfufion  of 
the  moft  venomous  Foifon  into  the  Blood  ; 
at  length  refers  the  Cafe  to  the  ‘Divines ,  cal¬ 
ling  upon  them  to  anfwer  the  following 
Queftion,  Whether  the  trufting  more  to  the 
groundlefs  Contrivances  of  Men ,  than  to  our 
Preferver  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature , 
be  confident  with  that  Devotion  and  Subjec¬ 
tion  we  owe  to  the  All-wife  Providence  of 
God  Almighty  ?  Six  of  the  Divines  had  the 
Courage  to  give  a  publick  Anfwer  to  this 
Queftion,  not  much  to  the  Satisfadion  of 
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the  Enquirer  :  But  they  fared  no  better  than 
the  Dodor,  for  after  this,  they  were  infulted 
in  the  Streets,  and  were  hardly  fafe  in  their 
own  Houfes.  The  Affair  of  the  Inoculation 
became  at  length  a  Party  Caufe,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  the  Court  declaring  on  one  Side,  and 
the  Country  on  the  other :  And  'tis  incredible 
(fays  my  Correfpondent)  to  imagine,  how 
much  the  Affedions  of  the  honeft  and  fober 
People  of  the  Town  were  alienated  from 
their  Minifters,  only  for  their  Attempts  to 
fave  their  Lives. 

But  the  Dodor,  being  thus  fupported  by 
the  Divines,  refolved  to  proceed  in  his  Prac¬ 
tice,  notwithftanding  the  Menaces  of  the 
Juft  ices,  and  Select  Men  of  the  Town,  and 
the  Number  of  his  Patients  encreas’d  fo  faft, 
that  by  the  End  of  September ,  about  eighty 
had  pafs’d  under  the  Operation,  and  all  re¬ 
covered  but  one,  who  had  manifcftly  taken 
the  Infedion  the  common  Way  before.  But 
the  Clamours  of  the  People  were  fo  infuffer- 
able,  and  the  Reports  that  were  fpread  about 
Town,  of  the  deplorable  Circumftances  of 
the  Dodors  Patients,  fo  injurious  to  his  Re¬ 
putation,  that  they  thought  themfelves  obli¬ 
ged  to  publifh  an  Advertifement  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  to  fatisfy  the  People  of  their  Safety, 
and  the  Profpeds  they  had  of  a  fpeedy  Re¬ 
covery.  By  the  middle  of  'December ,  the 
number  of  the  Inoculated  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  of  whom  four  are  dead, 
Mr.  Maitland  alfo  confeffes,  that  he  knew  of 
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One  that  had  mifcarried  under  the  Inoculati¬ 
on  at  Conftantinople  $  but  he  adds,  that  it  was 
thro'  the  Ralhnefs  and  Inadvertency  of  the 
Surgeon  *. 

At  length  the  Method  of  Inoculating  grew 
into  fuch  Repute,  that  feveral  who  were  ill 
of  the  Diftemper  in  the  ordinary  Way,-defir- 
ed  to  have  the  Small-Pox  of  the  kinder  Sort 
engrafted  on  them.  Of  this  Number  there 
have  been  about  ten  or  twelve,  who,  though 
they  did  not  come  off  fo  well  as  they  would 
have  done  if  they  had  been  inoculated  fooner, 
yet  were  very  fenfibly  relieved  by  the  Ingraft- 
ment  5  and  ’tis  now  the  Opinion  of  the  mod 
wife  and  confiderate  Perfons  in  the  Town, 
that  if  they  had  gone  into  this  Method  foon¬ 
er,  they  might  have  prevented,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  Confufions  of  the  Country,  and 
by  the  Blelllng  of  God,  have  laved  hundreds 
of  Lives. 

All  that  have  writ  upon  the  Subject  of  In¬ 
oculating  the  Small-cP ox,  agree  in  the  Method 
of  performing  the  Operation,  which  is  thus ; 
The  Variolous  Matter  is  obtained  from  a 
young  Perfon  of  a  healthy  Conftitution,  who 
has  the  Small-Pox  of  the  diflind  Kind,  by 
prickingfomeof  theTubercules  with  aNeedle, 
about  the  thirteenth  Day  of  his  Illnefs,  and 
preffing  a  convenient  Quantity  of  Matter  out 
of.  them  into  a  warm  Glafs ;  the  Glafs  is  then 
carried  by  a  third  Perfon,  in  his  warm  Bofom, 

*  Account  of  Inoculating  the  Small- Fox,  p.  12. 
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to  the  Houfe  of  the  Perfon  to  be  Inoculated ; 
The  Patient  being  in  a  warm  Chamber, 
the  Operator  makes  a  flight  Incifion  into  the 
Arm  and  Leg,  little  more  than  Skin  deep, 
and  then  takes  a  Bit  of  Lint  dipt  in  the  infed- 
ed  Matter,  and  puts  it  into  the  Wound  ;  or  elfe 
drops  a  fmall  Quantity  of  the  Variolous  Mat¬ 
ter  diredly  into  it,  taking  care  to  mix  it  with 
the  Blood.  The  Part  is  then  cover’d  with  a 
Plaifter  of  Diachylon,  to  keep  it  clofe  for  a 
Day  or  two,  and  is  then  dreft  from  Time  to 
Time,  like  an  Iflue. 

Tis  not  my  Defign  in  this  Place  to  fliew  the 
Effeds  of  this  Operation  upon  the  Patient, 
the  Reader  may  exped  them  in  the  following 
Narrative;  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the  Di- 
ftemper  proves  generally  of  the  fame  Kind 
with  that  of  the  Perfon,  from  whom  the  Va¬ 
riolous  Matter  is  deriv’d  ;  that  tho’  in  the  Le¬ 
vant  the  Inoculated  had  feldom  above  twen¬ 
ty  or  thirty  Puftules,  in  New  England  few 
efcaped  without  fome  hundreds ;  and  Mr.  Mait¬ 
land  fays  fome  of  his  Patients  have  had  two 
thoufand  * ;  but  whether  they  have  more  or 
lefs,  they  are  never  pitted,  except  in  the  Places 
of  Incifion,  fo  that  the  Complexion  is  always 
preferved  j  that  fometimes  the  Patient  has  no 
Puftules,  but  about  the  place  where  the  Inci- 
fions  are  made,  and  ’tis  generally  obferved, 
that  the  greater  the  Difcharge  of  Matter  at 
the  Incifions,  the  fewer  are  the  Irruptions  in 
other  places ;  and  fo  on  the  contrary.  That 

*  Page  30. 
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the  Patient  has  no  fecond  Fever  at  the  Turn 
of  the  Diftemper,  and  little  or  no  Sicknefs, 
provided  he  keep  himfelf  warm,  and  ufe  a 
temperate  Diet  5  and  that  the  Operation  is  e- 
qually  fafe  at  all  Times  of  the  Year.  £C  It 
“  appears  to  me  (Tays  my  learned  Friend  at 
Bojion)  ^  a  wonderful  Work  of  God  5  Na- 

ture  works  uniformly  in  the  Thing,  and 
u  with  equal  Footftepsof  Wifdom  and  Good- 
cc  nefs;  the  Oil  which  would  produce  a  Flame, 
u  and  the  Matter  for  more  Puftules,  runs  out 
“  at  the  little  Sores,  by  which  means  the  firft 
<c  Fever  is  moderated,  and  the  fecond  entire¬ 
ly  prevented.  ” 

But  that  which  deferves  the  Attention  of 
Gentlemen,  who  would  recommend  this  Prac¬ 
tice  to  the  World,  is  to  fatisfy  us,  that  thofe 
who  have  been  Inoculated  are  fecure  from 
catching  the  Diftemper  in  the  common  Way 
afterwards.  For  Ty  lair  ini  in  his  Letter  to  the 
Royal  Society,  confeffes,  that  in  fome  that 
have  been  Inoculated,  the  Incifions  have  pro¬ 
duced  no  Small  Pox  at  all,  and  that  thefePer- 
fons  have  afterwards  had  the  Diftemper  in  the 
common  Way,  and  been  handled  with  it  like 
other  People  5  tho’  Mr.  Maitland  boldly  af¬ 
firms,  that  the  Operation  never  fail’d  him, 
nor  any  one  elfe  that  he  knows  of,  nor  does 
he  believe  it  ever  can,  when  duly  perform’d 
on  Perfons  that  have  never  had  it  before  :  I 
acknowledge,  however,  that  this  Gentleman 
has  faid  a  great  deal  towards  fatisfying  the 
forementioned  Enquiry,  namely,  Whether 
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1 Terfons  who  have  been  once  Inoculated,  may 
have  the  Small  Tox  in  the  common  Way  af¬ 
terwards  ?  He  tells  us,  That  when  he 
was  at  Confiantinopkj  in  the  Year  1717,  he 
enquired  particularly  into  this  Fad;  and  was 
affured,  by  all  the  Praditioners  in  thofe  Parts, 

“  That  there  was  not  an  Inftance  known,  of 
“  ones  being  ever  infeded,  who  had  had  any 
<c  Puftules  at  all  how  few  foever  rais’d  by  Ino- 
“  culation,  tho’  for  a  farther  Try  al,  fcveralhad 
“  been  once  and  again  engrafted,  and  others 
“  alfo  had  been  confin’d  to  the  Room,  and  in 
u  the  fame  Bed  too  with  the  Infeded.”  He 
adds  farther,  that  tc  He  himfelf  has  made  open 
“  and  repeated  Tryals  on  one  of  the  inocula- 
“  ted  Criminals  at  Newgate ,  Eliz.  Harrifon , 
“  a  Girl  of  about  19  Years  old,  and  who  had 
“  the  feweft  Irruptions  of  any  of  the  Six  that 
“  were  inoculated,  but  had  a  more  than  ordi- 
iC  nary  difcharge  at  the  Incifions.  I  firft  em- 
u  ploy’d  her  (fays  he,)  in  Chrift’ s  Hofpital 
“  at. Hertford, as  a  Nurfe  to  a  ServantMaid  who 
“  was  very  full  of  the  Small  Pox  *  fhe  attend- 
u  ed  her  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  her  Ill- 
<c  nefs,  and  afterwards  attended  one  of  the 
“  Boys,  with  whom  flie  lay  every  Night  in  the 
Bed,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Diftemper 
££  to  the  End  of  it,  without  the  leaft  Symp- 
“  toms  of  the  Diftemper  upon  her  felf  ”  But 
I  am  ftiil  of  Opinion,  that  Experiments  of  this 
Nature  fhould  be  frequently  repeated,  that  a 
Fad  of  fuch  Confequence  to  the  Succefs  of 
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the  new  Method,  may  be  attefted  by  a  greater 
Number  of  Witnefles. 

The*  the  Author  of  the  following  Narrative 
is  not  a  Phyfician,  He  is  a  Gentleman  of  as 
much  Learning  and  good  Senfe  as  any  in 
New  England  $  He  attended  the  Sick  in  Qua¬ 
lity  of  a  Divine,  and  having  declar’d,  himfelf 
early  in  Favour  of  the  new  Method,  was  the 
more  exa<ft  and  curious  in  his  Obfervations,  of 
the  various  EfFefts  it  produced  in  them  that 
fubmitted  to  it  5  I  have  therefore  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  Publick  his  Account,  as  I  receiv’d 
it  5  and  the  Reader  will  obferve  an  agreeable 
Mixture  of  Hiftory,  and  Philofophy  running 
thro’  it.  It  was  a  bold  Attempt  for  a  Perfon 
of  his  Chara&er  to  publifh  an  Eftay  of  this 
Nature,  at  a  Time  when  the  People  were  fo 
enrag’d  againft  the  Inoculation  5  Some  Allow¬ 
ances  therefore  muft  be  made  for  the  length  of 
his  Apology  at  the  Beginning,  and  fome  warm 
Expreflions  in  other  Parts  of  his  Performance. 

The  Letter  that  follows  was  defin’d  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  common  People,  and  is  therefore 
fitted  to  their  Capacities :  It  contains  a  Reply, 
to  the  chief  Objections  againft  the  Inoculation, 
from  ‘Principles  of  Confcience ,  fome  of  which 
relate  to  the  particular  Circumftances  of  the 
People  of  Boflon  at  that  time,  and  others 
are  of  a  more  general  Nature:  The  Anfwers 
I  think  are  clear  and  folid,  but  whether  they 
are  fufficient  to  encourage  confcientious  and 
tender  Parents,  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  their 
Children  this  Way,  muft  be  left  to  the  Judg¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  every  Reader :  Some  may  think,  fe- 
veral  of  the  Obje&ions  mention'd  in  the  Letter 
weak  and  trifling,  which  at  the  fame  time,  may 
have  a  confiderable  Influence  on  Perfons  of  a 
lower  Capacity ;  but  a  Cafuift  in  this  Cafe  muft 
condefcend  to  the  Weak.  For  my  own  Part, 
lam  far  from  wondring  at  the  Oppofition 
of  the  common  People  of  Bofton ,  againft  a 
Praftice  fo  new ,  and  of  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Nature.  Some,  no  doubt,  were  a&ed  by 
others  from  behind  the  Scenes  5  Others  had  con- 
fcientious  Scruples  in  their  Mind,  and  a  great 
many  oppos'd  it,  out  of  a  Regard  to  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  Confe- 
quences  of  fpreading  an  Infection,  which  ought 
rather  to  have  been  ftifled  5  and  I  muft  confefs, 
that  this  Objection  has  its  weight  with  me  :  For 
its  certain  the  Small  Pox  is  as  infectious  in  the 
Inoculated ,  as  in  thofe  who  have  it  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Way.  Mr.  Maitland  obtewzs,  that  foon 
after  He  had  engrafted  the  Small  Pox  on  one  of 
Mr.  Ball’s  Children  of  Hertfordjhire ,  fix  of 
his  domeftick  Servants  took  it  5  fome  of  whom 
had  the  <Diftin£l  Sort,  others  the  Continuedy 
and  others  the  Confluent  $  that  one  of  them 
died,  and  another  very  narrowly  efcap'd  :  He 
adds  farther,  that  an  Infant  of  about  4  Months 
old  that  was  fucking  at  Mrs.  Heath’s  Breaft, 
whilft  file  nurs'd  her  two  Sons  who  had  been  in¬ 
oculated,  took  the  Diftemper,  and  in  due  time 
recovered.  Now  as  this  is  a  Proof,  that  the 
true  and  Genuine  Small  Pox  are  produc'd  by  the 
Ingraftment  5  it  is  with  me  likewife  a  very  good 
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Reafon,  sgainft  carrying  the  Diftemper  into 
Country  Towns,  and  Villages,  where  it  has 
not  been  before  ^  or  into  private  Families,  with¬ 
out  the  Confent  and  Approbation  of  all  that 
are  in  Danger  5  but  when  the  Small  Pox  is  Ma¬ 
lignant,  and  has  fpread  it  fe If  into  all  Quarters 
of  the  Place  where  we  live,  fo  that  it  is  great 
odds  but  we  (hall  be  vifited  with  it,  and  when 
we  are  not  in  Circumftances  to  remove  from 
it  5  we  may  then  certainly  make  ufe  of  the  beft 
Means  we  are  acquainted  with,  to  pafs  fafely 
thro’  it :  So  that  if  I  had  been  at  Bofton  in  the 
Time  of  the  late  dreadful  Calamity,  and  had 
feen  the  happy  EfFetfs  of  the  new  Method ,  on 
a  variety  of  Subjects,  I  believe  I  fhould  have  de¬ 
clared  in  favour  of  the  Inoculation,  under  fuch 
proper  Regulations  as  fhould  have  prevented 
their  receiving  any  Detriment  from  it,  who  did 
not  approve  of  it. 

It  may  be  feme  may  apprehend  the  publifh- 
ing  thefe  Papers  ncedlefs,  after  the  exaCt  Ac¬ 
count  that  Mr.  Maitland  has  given  of  his  Prac¬ 
tice  here  at  London ,  and  in  Hertfordshire  5  but 
the  new  Method  of  Inoculating  being  now  the 
Subje£t  of  mod  People  s  Enquiry,  I  think  every 
Thing  relating  to  it  ihould  be  made  Publick. 
Several  of  our  Phvficians  of  the  beft  Character 

«r 

in  Town  have  declar’d  in  Favour  of  it,  and  their 
Royal  Highneffes  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
IValeSj  whofe  fteady  Regard  to  the  Welfare 
of  our  Nation,  both  in  private  and  publick 
Life,  has  made  them  the  Admiration  and  De¬ 
light  of  all  true  Lovers  of  their  Country,  have 
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appointed  new  Experiments  to  be  made  for 
the  Satisfadion  of  fuch  who  are  willing  to 
enquire  farther  into  it :  But  inafmuch  as  the 
chief  Scene  of  A&ion  has  been  hitherto  in 
New  England ,  there  having  been  more 
Perfons  inoculated  in  the  fingle  Town  of 
Bofton  within  thefe  fix  Months,  than  in  all 
Europe,  it  feems  nolefs  reafonable  and  neceffary 
that  wefhouldbe  acquainted  with  the  Method 
and  Succefs  of  this  Pradice  among  them,  as 
well  as  among  our  felves ;  and  this  is  the  true 
Reafon  of  fending  thefe  Papers  to  the  Prefs. 

I  have  only  adedthe  Part  of  an  Hiftorian  z 
but  I  fhould  be  very  glad,  if  fome  ingenious  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  oblige  the  World 
with  the  Bhilofophy  of  this  new  Pradice,  by 
enquiring  into  the  Nature  and  Quality  of  Va¬ 
riolous  Infedion,  and  traceing  it  thro'  all  the 
Changes  and  Alterations  it  makes  in  the  Blood, 
while  it  remains  mixt  with  it,  and  after  ’tis 
thrown  out  of  it $  for  certain iy  the  whole  Mafs 
of  Biood  muft  undergo  a  confiderable  Alterar 
tion  by  the  Small  Pox,  fmceit  is  not  fufeeptive 
of  the  like  Infedion  afterwards.  And  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  Dr.  Boylfton,  Phyfician  at 
Boflon ,  may  be  prevail'd  with,  to  give  the 
World  a  particular  Account  of  the  Remarks 
and  Obfervations  he  has  made  on  this  Part  of 
his  Pradice  for  the  laft  fix  Months;  the  various 
Appearances  of  the  Diftemper  in  different  Sub¬ 
jects;  what  He  apprehends  to  be  the  Reafonof 
the  Death  of  3  or  4  of  the  Inoculated ;  and  what 
vifible  fervicethe  Ingraft ment  did  to  them  who 

C  had 


(  18  ) 

hadcatch’d  the  Diftemper  in  the  ordinary  Way 
before.  By  fuch  Effays  as  thefe,  the  Subjed  of 
Inoculating  the  Small  Tox  will  be  fet  in  a  clear 
Light,  and  the  World  will  be  able  to  judge,  in  a 
very  little  Time,  whether  it  will  prove  fervice- 
able  or  prejudicial  to  the  Welfare  of  Mankind. 
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METHOD 

O  F 

Inoculating  the  Small  Pox 
in  New  Rngland. 

By  Mr.  C  O  L  M  A  N. 

I  i  i  '  • 

H  E  N  I  firft  had  the  Account  of 
this  common  Practice  in  the  Le¬ 
vant  ,  and  of  the  wonderful  Suc- 
cefs  of  it  there,  given  by  Gentle¬ 
men  of  Learning ,  to  fuch  a  Body 
as  that  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London ,  I  could 
not  but  give  Credit  to  their  Teftimony ,  in  a 
Matter  of  Fad  whereof  they  were  Eye-Wit- 
neffes.  Immediately  the  little  Rhilojophy  I  am 
Maftcr  of  led  me  into  the  apparent  Reafons 
of  the  Thing.  The  more  readily  and  eafily 
thefe  occurr’d  to  me?  the  more  I  was  affeded 
with  the  Goodnefs  of  God  Almighty  therein, 
to  a  miferable  World.  I  immediately  thought 
with  my  felf,  and  faid  to  tome  Superior  Rer- 
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(ins  in  the  Town,  (who  poflibly  may  remem¬ 
ber  it),  What  an  aftonifhing  Mercy  to  Us  in 
this  Land,  this  Difcovery  of  a  Gracious  Pro-* 
violence  might  prove.  The  more  I  mus’d  up¬ 
on  the  Thing,  and  difcours’d  upon  it,  the  more 
Light  I  had,  orfeem’d  to  my  felf  to  have.  It 
appear’d  to  me  as  rational  as  it  was  furpriz- 
ing,  and  gave  me  great  Pleafure  in  the  Frofped 
of  fo  great  a  Benefit  to  Mankind.  For  I  had 
not  forgot  the  Terrors  of  the  SmallPox,  when 
it  was  here  the  two  laft  Times,  nineteen,  and 
near  thirty  Years  fince  $  tho’  it  was  nothing  fo 
mortal  either  time,  as  it  had  been  before, (i  67  8,) 
and  has  been  now  again.  Befides,  it  being 
now  nineteen  Years  fince  the  Small  Pox  had 
been  in  the  Town,  it  gave  ns  a  very  dreadful 
Profped  of  Diftrefs  and  Deaths,  whenever  it 
fliould  come  among  us  5  all  the  Children,  and 
all  the  young  People  born  in  the  Town,  or 
come  into  it  from  the  Country,  within  that 
long  Term  of  Time,  having  it  before  them. 
Now  in  proportion  to  the  Diftrefs  forefcen 
and  expeded  by  us,  my  Joy  naturally  rofe  up¬ 
on  the  Difcovery  of  fuch  a  Way  of  Relief,  as 
feem’d  opening  before  us,  by  the  Favour  of 
God  to  us.  In  this  Simplicity  of  Heart,  (I 
fpeak  before  God  who  fearches  it)  I  gave  in¬ 
to  a  kind  Opinion  of  this  Neva  Method  5  my 
Affedion  to  my  Country ,  and  the  faving  the 
Lives  of  my  People,  being  the  foie  Motive 
to  me,  under  the  Glory  that  fhould  thence  re¬ 
dound  unto  the  Name  of  God.  I  freely 
fpake  my  Thoughts  in  Company,  and  on  Oc- 
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cafions  as  it  Teem'd  proper  to  me  ;  and  when 
Tome  publickiy  demanded  of  us,  Whether  Peo¬ 
ple  could  truft  in  God \  in  fifing  this  Means  of 
Selfpreferval ion  ?  I  openly  anfwer' d  (among 
my  Brethren)  inth o.  Affirmative,  that  I  judg'd 
they  might.  This  was  after  that  Dr.  Boylftone 
had  begun  the  Pra&ice,  which  I  never  put  him 
upon,  nor  had  I  Light  to  difluade  him  from 
it.  According  to  my  Hope  and  Expectation 
it  fucceeded;  altho'  the  firft  Experiment  was 
the  rnoft  difcouraging  5  for  Mrs.  Boylfione  be¬ 
ing  in  the  Country,  and  the  DoEtor  taken  up 
abroad  among  his  Patients,  the  Children  were 
too  much  expofed  and  negle&ed;  and  from  my 
Houfe,  (which  faces  into  the  Do&ors  Yard) 
one  of  them  was  feen,  three  or  four  Days  af¬ 
ter  their  being  Inoculated,  dabling  in  the  cold 
Water  under  the  Gutter.  This  or  the  like 
Diforders  in  the  firft  Inoculated  Child ,  threw' 
him,  as  well  they  might,  into  a  high  and 
threatning  Fever.  The  Caufe  was  apparent  to 
the  Do&or,  and  fo  did  not  difcourage  him, 
nor  at  all  difgrace  the  Fra&icc,  with  us  that  faw 
it.  It  was  a  Pieafure  however,  to  Tee  that  the 
Small  Pox  might  be  communicated,  as  ^he 
Gentlemen  from  the  Levant  had  informed  us. 
The  next  Experiments  were  made  with  more 
Care,  and  accordingly  more  anfwered  the  Ac¬ 
counts  which  they  had  given  us,  of  a  very  light 
Fever ,  and  few  Tuftules .  By  this  Time  the 
Town  was  full  of  the  Sicknefs,  and  the  Deaths 
that  began  to  multiply,  led  a  few  more  into 
this  Means  of  Safety  $  as  they  hop’d,  by  the 
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Favour  of  God  to  find  it.  The  Blefling  of 
God  went  along  with  it ;  they  found  Eafle  and 
* SweetnefS)  and  lay  praifing  God  on  their  Beds, 
or  rather,  fat  up  in  their  Chairs  doing  fo. 
Their  Friends  flood  finding  about  them :  Their 
Tongues  were  filled  with  Laughter,  and  ours 
with  Thankfgiving,  on  their  account,  when 
we  went  to  fee ’em.  We  faw  them  recover  faft ; 
the  communicated  Diftemper  working  uni¬ 
formly  upon  them,  and  as  one  would  defire. 
We  faw  this  with  Wonder,  and  }oy  at  what 
God  had  wrought  for  us.  We  faw  Scores  thus 
recover,  even  as  many  as  went  into  the  happy 
Practice  ;  and  it  appear’d  to  us  more  and  more 
to  be  the  Lord's  Ltoing?  and  marvellous  in  our 
Eyes.  They  were  as  difereet  and  religious  a 
Number  of  People,  and  Perfons  of  as  good 
Senfc  and  Underftanding,  and  of  as  much  Can- 
tion  and  Fear  as  their  Neighbours,  who  made 
thefe  Experiments  j  and  they  did  it  with  Meek- 
nefs  and  Humility,  Patience  and  Silence,  and 
many  Prayers,  under  much  Provocation  from 
too  many.  Only  one  Gentlewoman  has  yet  di¬ 
ed,  out  of  an  hundred ,  who  have  now  pafled 
thro’  the  Operation.  But  as  you  muft  needs 
fuppofe,  in  a  Town  fo  full  of  Infection  as  this 
has  been,  fome  ten  or  twelve  of  this  Number 
appear’d  to  have  taken  the  Infeftion  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Way,  (among  whom  the  Perfon  deceas’d 
was  evidently  one)  and  accordingly  they  had 
it  of  the  confluent  Kind,  or  in  a  Fulnefs  of  the 
difiinci  Sort,  not  known  among  the  Inoculated 
in  the  Levant.  This  will  be  fo  far  from  feenv 
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ing  ftrange  to  you,  that  indeed  it  would  be  next 
to  a  Miracle ,  had  it  been  otherwife.  At  the 
fame  time  it  muft  be  allow'd,  that  a  good  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  that  paffed  fo  favourably  thro’  the 
Inoculation,  would  probably  have  had  it  very 
favourably  in  the  common  Way :  But  that  fo 
many  fhould  pafs  fo  favourably  and  eafilj ,  as  well 
as  fafely ,  thro*  the  Inoculation  5  while  their 
Neighbours  had  fo  many  in  every  hundred  that 
fufferd  fo  much,  as  well  as  diedy  is  a  fufficient 
Didin&ion  put  by  Providence  on  the  Method 
which  we  praife  God  for  5  and  commend  unto 
others,  as  God  has  commended  it  unto  us. 

For  my  own  Part  I  would  not  willingly,  (at 
lead  unneceffarily)fayaWord  that  fhould grieve y 
much  lefs  offend  any  one,  in  this  prefcnt * 
Effay ,  which  I  honedly  mean  to  ferve  my 
Country,  and  not  provoke  my  Neighbours.  I 
have  no  Interefi  to  ferve  by  appearing  for  this 
Praftice  5  but  the  contrary.  If  I  knew  any 
thing  in  prejudice  againdit,  which  might  juftfy 
be  faid,  God  knows  I  would  offer  it.  Bofton 
can  now  little  be  ferv’d  by  it,  to  what  it  might 
have  been  a  few  Months  pad,  and  I  mayfeem 
to  have  been  too  long  lilent.  But  what  I  have 
feenof  this  dreadful  Vifitation,  from  one  fick 
and  dying  Chamber  to  another,  (and  it  may  be 
fcarce  any  one  has  feen  more)  awakens  me  now 
to  write  for  the  fake  of  other  Towns ,  where  the 
Sicknefs  is  prevailing,  or  whither  it  may  come; 
that  they  may  not  put  from  them  the  Mercy  of 
God  in  this  particular,  as  it  feems  to  me  that  we. 
have  done.  I  can  call  upon  my  Brethrenx  the 
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Miniftersoi  Bofton>  who  the  mod  of  them  have 
at  times,  pafs’d  from  the  many  fad  Spectacles  of 
Woe,  Corruption,  Anguifh  and  Diftradion,  to 
the  Chambers  of  the  Inoculated ,  to  fay  in  what 
eafe  and  fweetnefs,  and  ferenity  thefe  have  lay. 
As  the  parting  out  of  Darknefs  into  Light,  or 
from  a  tempeftuous  Sea  into  a  calm  Haven,  or 
from  a  Place  of  Horror  into  a  Garden  of  Plea- 
fure,  fo  it  has  been  to  us.  A  thoufand  Com¬ 
parisons  here  offer  themfelves  to  mind  which  I 
fupprefs  becaufe  they  would  feem  odious  to 
fome,  however  juft  in  themfelves. 

I  come  now  to  fay.  What  1  have  fern  in 
the  Chambers  of  the  Inoculated ;  for  I  have 
made  it  my  Bufmefs  to  vifit  fome  of  them,  and 
to  obferve  the  Work  of  God  to  his  Braife  j  and 
what  I  blame  in  others  is,  that  they  have  not 
vifited  them,  and  without  prejudice  or  Pafllon, 
or  regard  to  any  private  Intereft  or  Pique,  in¬ 
form’d  themfelves  as  they  might  eafily  have  done 
of  this  great  Thing  which  God  has  brought  to 
light  in  our  Day ;  and  if  I  may  ferve  to  fet  it  in 
any  true  light  before  others,  I  (hall  account  my 
felf  honour’d  of  God  therein. 

Know  then,  that  the  Incijions ,  which  th eT)r. 
makes  in  the  Arm  or  Leg,  are  the  lead  you  can 
well  imagine,  and  but  Skin  deep ;  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  Variolous  Matter ,  which  I  have  Seen 
him  ufe  to  good  Effed,  has  been  but  a  ftngle 
and  very  fmall  Drop  upon  a  bit  of  Lint.  After 
twenty  four  Hours  we  threw  it  entirely  away  and 
put  on  a  Drerting  of  Cabbage  Leaf  from  Day  to 
Day:  For  fix,  and  fometimcs  eight  Days*  the  Pa- 
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dent  continues  perfe&ly  well  *  then  a  gentle  fe* 
Ver  rifes,  accompanied  with  all  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Small  Pox,  but  in  a  low  Degree,  an  ach¬ 
ing  Head  and  Back, and  Pains  in  the  Bones, &c. 
This  makes  him  dull  and  heavy  for  a  Day  or 
two,  and  prefently  he  finds  himfelf  well  and 
the  Pock  appears,  rifes,  turns,  and  goes  off  with¬ 
out  any  more  Illnefs  or  Pain,  fave  what  the 
burning  and  forenefs  of  the  Pock  may  Occafion 
to  him*  or  fome  external  Fever  in  the  Flefh 
without  any  inward  one.  For  the  firft  fix  Days 
I  have  found  the  Iffues  opened  very  little  j  and 
feem’d  to  vent  but  little ;  yet  in  fome  Bodies 
more  than  in  others  * ;  but  as  the  Fever  comes 
on,  and  the  Pock  begins  to  appear  in  the  Skin* 
the  Incifions  of  their  own  accord  begin  to  open 
and  difcharge  $  and  as  the  Pock  fills  and  ripens, 
the  Iffues  every  Day  widen  and  run  more  and 
more,  ’till  at  the  turning  of  the  Pock  the  fiixth 
or  feventh  Day,  they  come  to  their  fulleft  flow¬ 
ing  5  and  after  two  Days  more  they  gradually 
decreafe  and  abate,  and  quickly  heal  of  them- 
felves  under  the  fame  drefliog  of  Cabbage-leaf, 
which  had  before  drawn  them.  So  gentle  and 
perfect  is  Nature  in  this  its  own  Work,  with¬ 
out  the  Afliftance  of  Medicine  ordinarily,  and 
al moft  any  need  of  Nurfing.Neither  is  there  need 
fcarce  of  a  Watcher  by  Night,  no  more  than  of  a 


*  The  Author  of  the  Letter  from  New  England  fays,  that  upon  the 
Totter' s  firfl  removing  his  little  Pledget,  the  Sores  of  the  Intifjori 
would  fometimes  heal  up,  and  then  froell,  and  break  out  of  themfelves 
when  the  Fever  came  to  be  over ;  but  now  the  Dr.  keeps  the  Sores  conflant^ 
ly  open  like  an  IJfue,  by  which  Means  the  Fever  and  other  Symptoms  ari 
fmfibly  moderated,  p.  ip. 
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-Nurfe  by  Day,  the  Patient  feels  and  eats  fo  well 
by  Day,  and  fleeps  fo  well  by  Night.  He  rare¬ 
ly  complains  of  any  Pain  in  his  Head,  Oppref- 
fion  at  his  Breaft,  fore  Throat,  or  Thirft  5  and 
is  feldom  offended  with  his  own  Smell. 

But  that  which  is  thegreateft  Benefit  by  Ino¬ 
culation,  and  ind  eed  the  apparent  Caufe  of  all  the 
Eafe  and  Sweetnefs  experienc’d  under  it,  is  this, 
that  as  it  moderates  the fir  ft  Fever  and  the  Symp¬ 
toms  before  the  Eruption  of  the  Pock,  fo  it 
feems  totally  to  prevent  the fecond  Fever ,  at  the 
turning  of  it,  which  is  the  fatal  Thing  and  Time 
unto  fo  many  :  The  evident  Reafon  whereof  is, 
becaufe  the  Oil  or  putid  Matter  that  fhould  be 
the  Fuel  within  the  Body  for  the  Flame  or  Fe- 
ver  keeps  running  out  from  Day  to  Day  at  the 
Inciltons :  And  beftdes,  the  Body  not  being 
cover’d  with  the  Pock,  and  confequently  not 
with  Scabs  (and  Corruption  under  the  fame) 
when  the  Pock  turns ;  as  it  has  enjoy’d  a  free 
Perfpiration  by  the  Pores,  fo  there  is  no  foul 
Mafs  upon  it  to  return  in,  and  mix  with  the 
fuices  and  Blood  $  by  which  it  is  that  in  the  con¬ 
fluent  and  fluxy  Sort,  the  Body  is  tainted  a  fe¬ 
cond  Time,  as  well  as  the  Perfpiring  (fo  necef- 
fary  unto  Life)  is  prevented.  The  Confcquence 
of  this  again  is  exceeding  happy  to  the  Inocuia- 
lated,  which  is,  that  they  have  no  After-blains 
and  Boils  upon  their  Bodies,  which  are  fo  fre¬ 
quent  and  terrible  after  the  fuffering  of  the  Small 
Pox  in  the  confluent  Kind  ;  The  Reafon  where¬ 
of  is  apparent,  namely,  becaufe  the  Iflues  keep 
open  and  running  at  and  after  the  turning  of  the 
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Pock,  and  fo  difcharge  freely  and  fully  all  the  ill 
Ferment  or  Humour,  which  if  it  were  in  Part 
retain'd  in  the  Body  would  caufe  Swellings  and 
Boils  *.  So  that  whereas  there  is  in  the  other 
Way  very  often  a  return  inoi fome  of  the  ejected 
Poifons,  which  taints  the  Blood  again  5  fo  here 
isan  eafy, gentle, perpetual  flow  ^,with  a  conti¬ 
nued  Perfpiration  of  the  Body,  which  prevents 
after  Boils,  as  well  as  the  kindling  any  prefent 
confirming  Flame  within  the  Patient. 

It  is  now  fome  Months,  four  or  five,  fince 
many  of  the  Inoculated  are  come  abroad,  and 
they  find  neither  Boil  nor  Sore  upon  them ;  but 
are  in  as  good  a  State  of  Health  as  ever  they  en¬ 
joy'd  in  their  Life  :  Nay  fome  have  found  a 
much  better  Complexion  and  Stomach  than 
ever  they  had  before ;  and  particularly  my  own 
Childbzs  found  fo  thro'  the  Favour  of  God. 

I  can  tell  too  of  a  Woman  in  the  W  eaknefs  of 
Child-bed,  who  eight  Days  after  her  Delivery 
came  under  the  Inoculation  to  avoid  the  Small 
Pox  the  common  Way,  God  fending  it  then 
into  the  Houfe  where  fhe  was ;  and  tho'  file  had 
many  morePuftules  thanis  ufual  in  thisMethod, 
yet  fhe  went  cheerfully  thro’  the  Vifitation,  and 
even  gain'd  Strength  while  the  Pock  rofe  to  as 
fine  and  large  a  Head,  of  the  diftind  Kind,  as 
I  ever  faw.  - - - 

When  the  Patient  in  the  common  Way  of 
Infedion  would  have  but  few  Puftules,he  has  to 

*  The  Sores  continue  running  fometimes  longer  than  the  Vufiules  remain » 
even  fome  Dap  after  the  Patient  goes  abroad ,  but  then  they  dry  up  of 
them f elves  with  Tafe  and  Safety,  Letter  from  New  England,  p,  ar. 
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be  fure  fewer,  under  the  Inoculation :  When 
he  would  elfe  be  exceeding  full ,  it  greatly  abates 
and  leffens  the  Number  of  the  Pock  5  and 
when  it  would  be  the  confluent  and  fluxy  Kind, 


we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  think 
that  it  prevents  the  fame,  and  brings  on  a  du 
fiinEl  Sort  j  which  Sort  has  but  little  Danger 
attending  it  in  the  common  Way  of  Infe&ion, 
and  which  only  are  proper  to  the  Inoculation, 
according  to  the  Account  given  by  the  Gentle¬ 
men  from  the  Levant.  Sometimes  the  Inocu¬ 
lated,  whom  I  have  feen,  have  had  a  large  and 
angry  Pock,  and  a  good  Number  of  ’em  too$ 
fometimes  when  there  have  not  been  many,  I 
have  obferv’d  fomc  of  thofe  that  have  appear’d 
and  rifen  for  two  or  three  days,  to  (ink  away 
and  difappear  5  yet  have  they  created  no  fever- 
ifli  Diforder  when  they  have  done  fo,  which 
looks  as  if  they  difeharged  and  vented  them- 
felves  by  the  Incifions.  Once  I  found  a  young 
Man  under  the  Inoculation  full  enough  to  have 
given  Diftrefs  and  Danger,  as  I  apprehended,  but 
his  chearful  Eye  and  Smiles  immediately  put 
me  out  of  Pain  5  profeffing  tome  that  he  felt 
him fel f  fo  well  within,  that  were  it  fafe  or  pro¬ 
per,  he  thought  he  could  go  about  his  worldly 
Buftnefsas  well  as  ever  in  his  Life.  In  others, 
their  Fever  has  been  high  and  burning  in  the 
Flefh,  when  inwardly  they  have  found  no  Dif¬ 
order,  neither  in  Head  nor  Bread,  but  could 
breath  and  fleep  even  as  if  in  Health,  or  next 
to  it. 

'  ;  I  boldly  prefefs,  concerning  as  n^any  as  I 
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have  feen  under  the  Inoculation,  even  when 
their  Pock  came  to  the  Height,  fcarce  the 
Smell  of  Sicknefs  has  pajfed  on  them ,  in  Com¬ 
panion  of  what  others  undergo  in  the  common 
Way.  In  fome  the  Iffues  fcarce  fmell  at  all, 
fo  much  as  to  them  that  drefs  'em.  It  has 
feem’d  to  me  nothing  more  than  what  a  Cab¬ 
bage-leaf  upon  a  common  Iffue  muft  needs 
caufe  at  the  end  of  twenty  four  Hours.  Where 
the  Patient  would  have  many  Pock  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Way,  and  confequently  have  the  more 
under  the  Inoculation,  there  the  Iffues  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  run  the  more.  Where  the  Pa¬ 
tient  is  fulled  under  the  Inoculation,  I  affirm, 
I  could  never  fmell  their  Iffues  at  their  Bed-fide  $ 
no,  not  when  I  have  lean'd  over  their  Bed  on 
purpofe  to  do  it.  Yet  certainly  the  Iffues  do 
fmell  more  or  lefs,  as  the  degree  of  the  Dif- 
temper  is  upon  the  Patient.  And  where  the 
Infe&ion  is  taken  the  common  Way,  and  the 
confluent  Kind  comes  in  the  Eruption,  there 
the  Iffues,  you  may  well  think,  find  much 
more  to  vent,  and  the  Difcharge  is  more  not - 
fome >,  like  the  running  of  the  fluxy  Kind.  But 
at  the  worft,  even  in  this  Cafe ,  the  Hours  ex¬ 
cepted  wherein  Kidneys  have  been  fometimes 
applied  to  Neck  or  Feet,  it  is  nothing,  that  I 
could  ever  find  or  hear,  in  comparifon  of  that 
prodigious  Stench  which  is  fo  common  for  ma¬ 
ny  Days  together  under  the  fluxy  Sort,  where¬ 
in  one  can  hardly  bear  the  Rooms. 

It  therefore  appears  tome  one  of  the  bold- 
eft  Impofitions  on  our  Senfes  and  Reafon,  that 
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has  been  attempted  fince  the  Day  wherein  Tran - 
ftibftantiation  was  obtruded  and  forced  upon 
the  Chriftian  World,  to  bear  us  down,  as  fome 
would.  That  the  Inoculation  has  caus'd  the 
dreadful  Malignity  and  Infection  which  h  as 
been  in  the  Town.  To  fay  this  to  Us ,  who 
have  been  call’d  from  Day  to  Day  to  the  many 
noxious  Chambers ,  each  of  which  have  had 
Poifon  enough  in  ’em  to  have  fpread  the  Town 
over,  and  which  have  been  continually,  by 
Day  and  Night,  filling  the  Air  with  Infection, 
by  the  Chimneys  and  Doors,  till  at  laft  the 
Windows  have  been  thrown  open  too,  upon 
the  Soul’s  leaving  the  corrupted  Body,  —  re¬ 
quires  an  Ajfwrance  indeed  !  Our  Neighbours 
nmft  forgive  us,  if  we  contemn  it  as  a  mod 
foolifh  Opinion,  and  ridiculous  Imputation. 
We  muft  call  it  fo,  if  not  worfe  5  or  we  muft 
forego  our  Senfe,  and  the  common  Under- 
ftanding  which  God  has  given  us.  On  the 
contrary,  I  muft  conftantly  think  that  the  In¬ 
oculation  has  been  an  Abatement,  and  Pre¬ 
vention  of  the  greater  Malignity  that  would 
have  been  by  more  of  the  confluent  and  fluxy 
Sort.  Befides,  in  fad,  the  Malignity  and 
Mortality  has  not  been  now  fo  great,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  our  prefent  Numbers,  as  it  was 
three  and  forty  Years  ago  ,  when  in  about 
fourteen  Months,  we  are  told  eight  hundred 
People  died  of  it  -y  which  I  fuppofe  was  a 
greater  Mortality,  than  if  eighteen  hundred  had 
died  of  it  now.  Some  who  were  then  Adult, 
tell  me  what  great  Numbers  were  then  buried 
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in  a  Week:  Families  were  then  defolated  and 
broken  up,  and  the  very  Flefh  rotted  off  the 
Bones  of  fome.  And  we  at  laft  find  too,  by 
fad  Experience,  that  they  underftood  as  well 
the  managing  the  Diftemper  then,  as  we  do 
now:  For  when  the  Malignity  conies  to  a 
Height,  we  find  that  we  know  very  little  or 
nothing  what  to  do. 

Nor  does  it  appear  to  me  at  all  reafonable 
to  think,  that  what  the  Iffues  of  the  Inocu¬ 
lated  do  difcharge,  is  at  all  malignant  like  what 
is  vented  by  a  fluxy  maturated  Pock,  and  after 
it  turns,  and  lies  (linking  on  the  Body :  It  is 
not  filthy  and  putid,  that  ever  I  faw,  like  the 
running  Pock :  It  has  not  the  Time  to  come 
to  the  Venom  of  that  before  it  is  thrown  out, 
and  then  it  is  immediately  taken  away  5  and 
confequently,  as  it  arrives  to  no  fuch  Malignity 
and  Infe&ion,  fo  it  can  communicate  none  fuch. 

Much  has  been  faid  too,  and  dark  Hints 
given  at  Times,  about  the  purple  Spots  in  the 
Skin,  or  blewijh  Stains  which  have  been  up¬ 
on  many,  and  commonly  are  the  fure  and  fa¬ 
tal  Signs  of  their  approaching  Death.  But  as 
thefe  are  fpoken  of  by  them  that  have  wrote 
of  the  Small  Pox  before  our  Days  ,*  fo  I  very 
much  queftion  whether  the  Bodies  which  I 
have  feen  fo  ftained,  do  yield  any  malignant 
Infeftion  equal  to  the  corrupted  and  noifom 
Bodies  of  others  that  lie  and  putrify  under  the 
fluxy  Kind.  I  am  fure,  to  my  Senfes  they  have 
not  at  all  feenfd  equally  noxious.  And  when 

*  Mr.  Maitland’;  Obfer  various feem  to  oppofe  this  Reafoning,  p  .26,2  8, 
Vid,  Mroduft.  p.  if*  -  t 
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reafon  upon  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Stains  in  the 
Skin,  it  feems  generally  to  be  the  Supprefiion 
of  the  Pock  under  it,  which  wants  to  come 
freely  forth,  but  being  obftruded  by  the  Stag¬ 
nation  of  the  Blood,  it  rifes  no  higher  than  to 
difcolour  the  Skin  5  which  tho’  it  may  well  argue 
more  Malignity  within,  and  may  give  a  more 
poifonous  Breath  to  the  Patient  while  he  lives* 
yet  methinks  the  Pores  of  the  Body  do  by  no 
means  breath  out  the  iike  Malignity,  as  if  the 
Pock  rifes,  and  breaks,  and  ftinks.  How  the 
Cafe  may  be  in  Spotted  Fevers ,  I  know  not, 
and  whether  I  am  right  in  what  I  have  here 
advanced,  I  fubmit  to  the  Fhyficians ,  and  am 
ready  to  hand  correded  by  their  Judgment. 

There  yet  remains  three  or  four  Things, 
which  have  occurred  to  me,  which  I  think 
meet  to  obferve  or  relate. 

One  is,  That  I  am  at  prefent  ftrong  in  the 
Opinion,  that  thofe  Perfons  who  had  taken 
the  Infedion  before  they  were  Inoculated,  yet 
were  greatly  ferv’d  in  their  Sicknefs  by  the 
running  of  their  Iffues,  which  vented  much 
of  the  inflammatory  Matter  that  would  have  in¬ 
creas’d  their  Fevers.  Some,  who  have  recover’d, 
have  thought  fo  themfelves,  and  fo  have  all  a- 
bout  them.  And  as  to  the  Gentlewoman  that 
died,  her  Husband  has  told  me,  that  in  his 
Opinion  the  Incifions  did  much  toward  the 
preferving  his  Wife  fo  long  and  fo  far  as  fhe 
was  preferv’d,  thro’  her  fore  Vifitation. 

Nextly,  I  would  obferve,  That  in  cafe  the 
Infedion  be  taken  the  common  Way,  and  the 
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Eruption  would  not  have  been  in  fome  Weeks  $ 
as  we  certainly  know  that  it  will  lie  in  the  Bo¬ 
dy  fometimes  a  Month  before  it  breaks  out  ; 
yet  the  infeded  Perfon  coming  under  the  In¬ 
oculation,  it  will  bring  on  the  Diftemper  at  the 
ufual  Time  of  feven  or  eight  Days.  Not  on¬ 
ly  the  Reafon,  but  the  Neceffity  of  this  feems 
very  plain  5  and  it  accounts  for  a  Difficulty 
with  fome,  which  is,  Why  the  Sicknefs  comes 
at  the  Period  proper  to  the  Inoculation,  and 
yet  it  proves  the  confluent  Kind,  which  is  not 
proper  to  it. 

I  lately  met  with  a  Treatife  on  the  Small 
Pox,  wherein  the  Author  advances  this  Rule 
or  Maxim,  u  That  all  venomous  Particles  do 
“  firft  enter  the  Bodv  thro'  the  Pores  of  the 

if 

u  Skin,  and  fo  croud  into  the  Humours  and 
“  Juices,  and  thence  into  the  fanguine  Parts. 
“  From  hence  he  accounts  why  the  Face  and 
cc  Hands  and  Feet  are  ufually  fulleft  of  Pocks, 
“  becaufe  thofe  Parts  of  the  Body  are  more  o- 
“  pen  and  expofed,  for  the  Admiffion  or  £n- 
“  trance  of  thofe  venomous  Particles. 

I  carry ’d  on  the  Hypothejis  in  my  own  Mind 
a  little  farther,  by  that  Modern  Obfervation 
which  has  been  made,  of  a  Multitude  of  Ani- 
malcules  on  every  Puftule  of  the  Small  Pox  : 
Thefe  they  tell  us  their  Glafles  have  difeover’d  5 
and  that  our  common  Infedion  is  by  Swarms 
of  thefe.  If  fo,  methought  thefe  living  mi¬ 
nute  Particles,  thefe  animated  Atoms,  if  I  might 
fo  fpeak,  may  much  more  eafily  find  their  way 
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into  our  Pores,  and  fo  into  our  Bodies,  that! 
if  they  were  inanimate. 

But  if  one  Hypothefis  or  other  may  be  at 
all  admitted,  with  this  farther  and  mold  rea- 
fonable  Thought  upon  them,  that  thefe  ve¬ 
nomous  P articles  or  Animalcules  do  alfo  flow 
into  our  Moftrils,  Throat  and  Blood,  by  our 
Breath  5  then  may  they  not  give  us  a  Reafon , 
why  the  Small  Pox  communicated  by  Incifions 
in  the  way  of  Inoculation,  does  not  produce  fo 
many  Pock,  and  fuch  a  Flame  and  Corruption 
in  the  Body,  as  in  the  common  Way  of  In- 
feftion  it  ordinarily  does  ?  Becaufe  in  this  Way 
not  fo  many  enter,  nor  immediately  into  fuch 
Parts  of  Hazard  and  Diftrefs,  as  in  the  Nof- 

trils,  Throat  and  Inwards  )  - -  But  I  pretend 

not  to  argue,  on  Principles  or  premifes ,  which 
are  themfelves  uncertain  ;  and  lie  open  to  ma¬ 
ny  Objections  which  I  could  never  anfwer. 

I  will  only  add  upon  all,  a  plain,  but  to  me 
pleafing  and  informing  <Difcourfe  I  lately  had 
with  a  poor  Negro ,  whom  I  found  at  Work 
where  I  made  a  Vifir,  and  the  Gentleman  of 
the  Houfe  told  me  the  Fellow  had  been  Ino¬ 
culated  in  his  own  Country.  Whereupon  I  put 
feveral  Queftions  to  him;  in  anfwer  to  which, 
he  told  me,  “  That  he  liv’d  in  a  great  Town 
<£  in  his  own  Country,  and  when  the  Small 
£c  Pox  came  into  it,  they  did  what  they  could' 
“  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  it;  that  the  Fa- 
££  milies  that  were  firft  vifited,  ufualiy  died  a- 
“  mong  them ;  but  when  the  Sic-kneifs  got  in- 
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lt  to  five  or  fix  Hou  fes,  fo  that  the  People 
C£  began  to  defpair  of  being  able  to  flop  it, 
u  then  all  who  had  not  had  it  went  prefently 
“  and  receiv'd  it  in  the  W ay  of  Inoculation, 
“  (as  we  call  it)  and  that  not  one  more  died 
“  of  it  thro5  the  whole  Town. 

■V. 

“  We  do  not  ftay  therefore  (faid  he)  till 
u  the  Town  be  infeded,  and  People  have  ma- 
“  ny  of  them  got  the  Sicknefs  within  them, 
u  and  then  go  and  take  it  5  but  a  whole  Place 
“  takes  it  in  a  Week,  and  are  well  in  a  Week. 
(I  ufc  but  fome  of  his  Words  here,  giving  the 
true  Senfe  of  what  he  faid  to  me.) 

He  went  on  in  anfwer  to  the  Queftions  I 
put  to  him,  and  told  me,  “  That  he  never 
<£  knew  of  any  Blains  or  Boils  following  this 
iC  Pradice,  in  his  Country  5  that  as  to  himfelf 
“  none  had  troubled  him,  any  more  than  what 
“  others  are  fubjed  to;  and  that  he  never 
“  heard  of  any  Body's  having  it  again,  in  his 
“  Country.  But,  to  prove  that  his  Country¬ 
men  think  themfelves  as  fecure  from  it  as  any 
of  11$  may  do,  he  told  me,  “  That  fometimes 
<£  when  young  Men  among  them  wanted  to 
£C  go  a  Trading  two  or  three  hundred  Miles 
off,  but  were  afraid  becaufe  they  had  not 
“  yet  had  the  Small  Pox,  it  was  common  for 
££  them  to  enquire  where  it  was,  and  go  to 
the  Place ,  and  be  Inoculated,  and  then 
go  and  Trade  any  where  without  Fear. 
When  I  a*sk’d  him,  (what  I  did  not  at  all  fup- 
pofe  he  could  inform  me  in)  How  his  Coun¬ 
trymen  came  into  the  Knowledge  of  this  Way 
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of  giving  the  Small  Pox  ?  and  how  long  it  had 
been  among  them  ?  He  told  me  he  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  thofe  Things  j  he  fuppos’d  it  was  long 
before  he  was  born  ;  and  no  doubt  but  God 
told  it  to  poor  Negroes  to  fave  their  Lives ; 
for  they  had  not  Knowledge  and  Skill  as  we 
have. 

’Tis  poffible  I  may  be  ridicul'd  for  telling 
this  Jimple  Story,  but  I  think  it  very  pertinent, 
and  much  to  the  purpofe  here  ;  and  whofoever 
feeks  the  Truth,  and  deftres  to  be  informed, 
will  not  defpife  it.  And  he  that  has  learnt  a- 

ny  thing  as  he  ought,  has  this - to  be  willing 

to  learn  of  the  pooreft  Slave  in  the  Town. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  that  I  at 
all  go  out  of  my  Line  in  the  prefent  Effay. 
The  plain  Intent  of  it  is  to  ferve  unto  the  pre- 
fervingof  Life,  and  to  minifter  unto  the  Com¬ 
fort  of  Families.  This  is  a  Care  befeeming 
me,  or  any  one  elfe,  if  it  be  manag'd  with 
Modefty  and  Decency.  My  Care  to  do  it  fo, 
is  I  think,  vifible  enough  in  the  prefent  Writ¬ 
ing.  I  have  avoided  any  Appearance  of  feem- 
ing  learned  in  Phyfick .  I  am  not :  Nor  (hall 
I  matter  it  at  all,  if  I  have  betray’d  my  Igno¬ 
rance  therein,  I  write  with  another  Defign, 
and  if  that  be  anfwer'd,  I  have  all  my  Dcfire  ; 
or  if  it  be  rejeded  with  Scorn,  and  revil'd,  I 
fhall  be  fatisfied  in  this.  That  I  have  again  en¬ 
deavoured  the  Good  of  this  People. 


A  RE- 
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K  E  V  I  Y 

T  O  T  H  E 

Religious  Scruples  againft  Inoculating 
the  Small  Pox} 

LETTER  to  a  Friend* 

HE  new  Method  of  receiving  the 
Small  Pox  by  Incifan  (or  Inoculati- 
tion  as  ’tis  commonly  call’d)  has  been, 
you  know,  the  Subjed  not  only  of 
plentiful  Difcourfe,  but  of  angry  Debate,  and 
fierce  Contention  among  us  in  this  Town.  And 
it  is  a  very  unhappy  Circumftance  attending  us 
here,  that  almoft  every  thing  that  is  now  done 
or  doing  among  us,  if  it  be  at  all  of  a  publick 
Nature,  creates  Heats  and  Animofities.  I  am. 
in  hopes  our  good  People  will  by  and  by  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  Folly  and  Mifchief  of  this,  and 
come  to  fuch  a  Temper  as  will  fuffer  them  to 
differ  from  one  another,  without  being  angry 
with  one  another.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope 
that  the  People  in  other  Towns  where  the  Di- 
ftemper  has  made  its  Entrance,  will  preferve  a 

better 
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better  Temper,  if  any  among  them  fliould  put 
this  Method  into  Pradicc. 

However  fome  among  us  may  appear  againft 
it  out  of  Party  and  Prejudice,  or  make  an  En¬ 
gine  of  it  to  ferve  Defigns,  not  friendly  to  the 
Peace  and  true  Intereft  of  the  Place,  yet  there 
are  many  who  are  confcientioujly  averfe  to  it,  I 
believe  j  and,  if  thefe  preferve  the  Meeknefs  of 
Wifdom ,  they  are  (as  a  very  Reverend  Per]  on 
has  lately  laid  of  them)  greatly  to  be  com¬ 
mended  and  honoured,  in  that  they  will  not 
aft  againft  a  doubting  Confcience. 

I  perceive  that  the  Scruples  and  Objections 
commonly  offer  d  by  People  here,  have  fuch 
a  Force  upon  your  Mind,  as  keeps  you  from 
going  into  this  Method  which  may  be  your 
Safety  and  Prefervation.  Now  Friendfoip , 
(the  Offices  of  which  fliould  be  facredly  re¬ 
garded  by  us,)  obliges  me  to  attempt  to  re¬ 
lieve  and  help  you,  in  a  Matter  wherein 
your  Life ,  fo  precious  in  it  felf,  and  deferv- 
edly  dear  to  me,  is  fo  much  concerned. 

For  Satisfaction  about  the  Safety  of  this 
Method  in  an  ordinary  Way  of  'Pr  evidence  > 
together  with  the  Eafinefs  of  it,  I  refer  you 
to  the  Ghfervations  on  it  made  and  publifh’d 
by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Colman  ;  of  the  greateft  ; 
Part  of  which  Matters  of  Faff  by  him  related, 

I  have  my  feif  been  an  Eye-witnefs: 

But  that  which  you  want  Satisfaction  about 
is,  the  Scruples  and  Objections  of  a  confcien - 
thus  or  religious  Nature,  which  are  common¬ 
ly  offer’d  by  People  againft  this  Method.  Thefe* 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  anfwer  ami  rcfolve,  as  i 

•  1  v  • 

.  1  am 
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am  able,  in  a  few  W ords ;  and  if  they  afford 
you  any  Light  or  Satisfa&ion  refpefting  the 
fame,  you  may  communicate  them  to  whom 
you  pleafe;  and  if  it  fhould  be  thought  worth 
while  to  make  them  publick,  I  think  none  can 
cenfure  me  for  ftarting  out  of  my  Line,  or 
medling  with  what  is  none  of  my  Bufinefs,  fince 
the  Thing  I  am  n  ow  upon  relates  to  Religion 
and  Conscience . 

Obj .  i.  One  great  Thing  urg’d  againft  this 
Practice  is,  That  it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  make 
my  felf  fick  when  I  am  well :  Or  voluntarily 
to  bring  a  TOifiemper  upon  my  felf. 

Anfi.  To  bring  Sicknefs  upon  one’s  felf  for 
its  own  fake,  is  what  no  Man  in  his  right  Wits 
would  do.  But  to  make  my  felf  fick  in  finch 
a  JVay>  as  may  probably  ferve  my  Health,  and 
fave  my  Life,  and  with  fuch  a  TOefign-,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  fitting  and  reafonable,  and  therefore  law¬ 
ful.  This  is  every  Day  practis'd  among  People 
without  any  Scruple,  in  Purges  and  Vomits, 
and  other  Things  in  medical  Ufe.  Now,  if 
I  may  lawfully  make  my  felf  fick  by  taking 
fomething  in  at  my  Mouth,  why  not  by  put¬ 
ting  fomething  in  at  my  Arm  ?  Or,  if  I  may 
lawfully  make  my  felf  fick  for  one  T)ay^  why 
not  for  two  TO  ays  or  more,  as  the  Cafe  may 
require  ?  Aye,  but  this  is  to  bring  a  cDiftemper 
upon  my  felf.  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  call’d 
bringing  it  upon  my  felf,  when  the  Cafe  is  fo 
with  me,  (not  having  had  the  Diftemper,  and 
living  in  an  infected  Air)  that  I  can’t  but  expeft 
to  undergo  it  in  a  very  little  time.  I  know  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  God  can  preferve  me  from  the  Xnfe&ion  ^ 
but  when  my  Neighbours  all  round  me  are  vi- 
fited,  I  know  of  no  Warrant  that  any  particu¬ 
lar  Perfon  has  to  expeft  an  extraordinary  Pre¬ 
servation.  He  that  has  no  Reafon  to  think, 
but  that  he  is  as  liable  to  the  Small  Vox  as  other 
People  are;  and  yet  keeps  in  the  Way  of  ex¬ 
pelling  that  God  will  preferve  him  untouch dj 
however  feme  may  give  it  the  Name  of  Truft, 
and  Faith,  and  the  like,  I  cannot  but  look  upon 
it  and  call  it  Vrefumption.  In  fhort,  I  can’t  but 
think,  when  I  am  in  fuch  Circumftances,  that  I 
can  neither  rationally  nor  warrant  ably  expeft  to 
efcape  the  Diftemper,  that  it  is  then  lawful  for 
me  to  bring  upon  my  felf  a  lejfer  Degree  of  it, 
to  prevent  a greater .  I’ll  put  the  Cafe  thus,  If 
I  have  not  had  the  Small  Voxx  it  is  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  there  is  in  my  Body,  what  I’ll  call  the 
Fuel  of  that  Diftemper,  and  there  only  wants 
the  lighting  of  a  Spark  to  fet  this  Fuel  on  burn¬ 
ing.  The  Air  I  breath  in  is  full  of  thefe 
Sparks  5  and  I  may  expert  every  Breath  I  fetch 
to  draw  fome  of  them  in  :  If  now  it  appears 
upon  daily  Experience,  that  by  making  an  Inci- 
fion  in  my  Arm ,  and  letting  the  Spark  in  that 
Way,  the  Fuel  will  burn  with  lcfs  Fiercenefs 
and  confequemiy  Danger,  why  may’nt  I  take 
it  in  that  Way?  Why  muft  I  needs  ftay  ’till  it 
comes  in  at  my  Mouth  or  Nofrilsy  or  thro’ 
fome  of  the  porous  Parts  of  my  Body?  For 
my  Part,  I  think  the  Law  of Self-P  refervation> 
wnich  is  God  s  Lawy  requires  me  to  take-this 
Method  of  Safety,  whereby  (to  ufe  the  apt 

Words 
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Words  of  another,)  the  Difeafe  is,  thro’  Gods 
common  Bieffing,  happily  converted  into  a 


2.  But  ought  we  not  to  wait  God's 

time  for  it  ? 

Anf.  I  think  then  is  the  Time  Providence 
calls  me  to  this  Method  of  Safety,  when  lam 
in  imminent  and  immediate  Danger  of  the  Di- 
ftemper  the  other  Way.  Should  any  one  go 
into  thePradiceof  Inoculation,  out  of  a  Rra- 
*vadoy  without  his  being  in  known  hazard  of 
the  Diftemper  by  the  common  Way  of  Infec¬ 
tion,  I  fhould  not  think  it  warrantable.  But 
then  is  God's  time  for  us  to  ufe  Means  of  Safe¬ 
ty,  when  we  are  in  apparent  "Danger  of  any 
deadly  or  deftrudive  Evil. 

Ohj.  3.  But ’tis  objeded  again,  Can  we  not 
truft  God  ? 

Anf.  I  fuppofe  every  Body  will  allow  that  the 
Ufe  of  Means  is  not  inconfiftent  with  Truft  in 
God  ;  and  why  there  can’t  be  Truft  in  God  in 
the  Ufe  of  this  Means,  as  well  as  other,  I  can¬ 
not  Imagine. 


Remedy 

Obj. 


Obj.  4.  But,  it  is  a  going  from  God  to 
Man . 

Anf.  Plow  !  can’t  we  make  Ufe  of  Men  and 
Means  in  a  Time  of  Danger  without  going 
from  God  ?  If  any,  like  A  fa,  look  to  the  Bhy- 
ftcian ,  and  not  to  the  Lord,  they  are  very  irre¬ 
ligious  and  profane  therein.  But  if  any  do 
principally  and  in  the  firft  Place  feek  to  God, 
may  they  not  then  innocently  and  lawfully  make 
ufe  of  the  heft  human  help  the  Providence  of 

F  God 
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God  affords  them  ?  I  muft  profefs  and  declare 
on  the  Part  of  many  of  the  Inoculated,  that  they, 
and  their  Friends  concern'd  for  them,  have  gone 
into  the  Pradice  with  many ‘Prayers  to  God,  and 
other  fuitable  Expreffions  of  Truft  and  Hevo- 
tion . 

Obj.  5.  But  ftill  fome  fay,  this  Pradice  looks 
to  them,  like  taking  God's  Work  out  of  his 
Hand . 

Anft  Indeed  this  Diftemper  can  arreft  none 
without  a  Commiffion  from  God.  But  yet  it  is 
not  inflided  by  Gods  immediate  Hand  5  we  re¬ 
ceive  it  in  a  natural  Way ,  and  by  Means  of  fe- 
cond  Caufes  $  and  this  we  do  in  the  Way  of  In¬ 
oculation,  as  well  as  of  common  Infedion.  If 
we  have  the  Small  Pox  in  either  of  thefe  Ways, 
it  is  ftill  the  W ork  of  God  :  For  all  the  fecond 
Caufes  depend  on  and  ad  under  Him  the  firft 
Caufe.  And,  the  Application  of  Means  natu- 
tural  for  this  or  that  End ,  is  it  not  an  Appli¬ 
cation  to  the  God  of  Nature  ?  If  God  does  not 
co-operate  by  his  affinal  Providence  can  the  Ef- 
fed  be  produc’d  ?  For,  who  is  he  that  faith , 
and  it  cometh  to pafs ,  when  the  Lord  command- 
eth  it  not  ?  What  is  there  of  the  Hand  or  Pow¬ 
er  of  Alan  in  this  Work,  after  the  Incifion  is 
made  and  the  Matter  apply  cl )  The  Work  is  ftill 
left  with  God ,  and  we  muft  wait  upon  him  for 
his  adual  Influence  and  Bl effing,  even  as  the 
Husbandman  does  for  theRain  and  Sun-fhine  of 
Heaven,  after  the  Seed  is  thrown  into  the  Earth. 

Obj.  6.  But  the  Small  Pox  is  a  Judgment 
of  God,  fent  to  punifh  and  humble  us  for  our 
n  our 
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our  Sins  s  and  what  Jhall  we  fo  evade  it,  and 
think  to  turn  it  away  from  us  ? 

Anf  I  fully  agree  to  it,  that  it  is  a  fore 
Judgment  of  God  upon  us  for  our  Sin s, 
which  we  have  much  deferv’d  :  And  it  is 
greatly  to  be  lamented  that  it  has  no  better 

Effeft  upon  the  Hearts  of  Men. -  But  is  it 

unlawful  to  ufe  Means  for  our  Prefervation 
from  a  defolating  Judgment?  Especially ,  if  at 
the  very  time  that  God  fends  the  Judgment, 
he  fhews  us  a  Way  to  efcape  the  Extremity 
and  Deftru&ion  at  lead,  if  not  the  Touch  of 
it.  If  a  gracious  God  fhews  us  fo  much  Mer¬ 
cy  as  this  under  the  Judgment,  does  it  become 
us  to  put  it  away  from  our  felves ,  or  rather 
Ihould  we  nor  accept  it  with  Adoring  Thankful* 
nejs?  If  this  Town  was  to  fuffer  an  Inundati¬ 
on,  that  would  be  a  more  terrible  Judgment 
than  this,  and  we  fliould  look  upon  it  too  as  a 
righteous  Punifhment  for  our  Sins  5  yet  would 
any  refufe  to  make  ufe  of  a  Boat ,  or  a  Blank 
that  might  providentially  come  in  his  Way , 
thinking  that  to  do  it  would  be  a  criminal  Eva¬ 
ding  the  Judgment  ?  1  trow  not . 

Obj.  7.  But,  fome  have  faid  to  me,  This 
Method  tends  to  take  off  the  Fears  of  this  *Di- 
ft emper  from  the  Minds  of  People  5  and  who 
knows  of  what  fpiritual  Advantage  thefe 
Fears  might  be  to  them  ? 

In  Anfwer  to  this  I  would  ask,  whether  God 
cannot  make  the  Mercy  of  their  Prefervation 
and  Recovery  in  this  Way,  of  fpiritual  Advan- 
t  age  to  them  alfo,  and  by  that  lead  them  to 

F  2  Repen - 
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Repentance?  And,  I  truly  hope,  the  Salvati¬ 
on  of  God  bellow’d  upon  fome  in  this  Way , 
as  well  as  the  other,  will  have  a  gracious  fanc- 
tifying  Effed  upon  them,  under  the  powerful 
working  of  the  Spirit  of  Grace.  I  was  glad 
to  fee  the  ferious  Frames  fome  of  them  were  in 
at  the  very  time  5  how  much  affefted  they 
feem’d  to  be  with  the  Favour  of  God  to  them ; 
what  a  good  Profeffion  of  holy  Refolution 
fome  of  them  made.  And  I  would  take  this 
Opportunity  to  call  upon  them  from  God  to 
remember  the  lame,  and  to  be  daily  performing 
their  Vows . 

Ohj.  8.  Some  Objehdz^SvcSk  the  BraElice  be- 
caufe  of  the  unhappy  Confequences  of  it  among 
us;  the  Feuds  and  Coni  eni  ion ,  Sin  and  Mif- 
chiefthat  it  has  occafiorid. - * 

Anf  Of  this,  I  hope,  I  am  a  mournful 
Spectator  j  and  it  has  made  me  fundry  times 
ready  to  take  up  that  Willi,  Oh  that  I  had 
Wings  like  a  Tdove  !  A  nd  I  mull  freely  declare, 
that  I  look  upon  that  Spirit  of  Party  and  Divi~ 
lion  that  is  reigning  among  us,  to  be  a  forer 
Judgment  of  God  upon  us,  than  the  Diftemp- 
cr  which  has  fo  diftrefs’d  us.  But  yet,  I  am  far 
from  thinking,  that  the  Badnefs  of  the  thing  in 
it’s  felf  is  to  be  argued  or  in  fet’d  from  this  Ef¬ 
fect  of  it.  For  does  not  the  fame  Effect  attend 
many  other  things  unque(lionablyc^^in  them- 
felves ;  fuch  as  the  building  of  Houfes  for  the 
Worfliip  of  God,  the  Choice  of  Minifters,  and 
of  Perfons  to  ferve  in  the  State,  &c.  N  ay,  the 
very  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  World, 

’  though 
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tho’  it  be  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  and  the  Gofpel 
of  Salvation  too,  has  been,  and  is,  acciden¬ 
tally  through  the  Corruption  of  Men’s  Hearts, 
and  under  the  Influence  of  the  envious  Enemy 
of  Mankind,  the  Occafion  of  all  this  5  accord¬ 
ing  as  our  Saviour  has  foretold  that  it  would  be, 
faying,  as  Mat .  x.  34, 3  5.  Think  not  that  1  am 
come  to  fend  Peace  on  Earth :  1  came  not  to 
fend  Peace ,  but  a  Sword.  For  1  am  come  to  fet 
a  Man  at  Variance  againft  his  Father ,  and  the 
"Daughter  againft  her  Mother ,  and  the  DattgF 
ter-in-law  againft  her  Mother-in-law .  And  a 
Mans  Foes  [hall  be  they  of  his  own  Houfe. 

Obj.  9.  Some  frame  an  Objection  againft 
this  Pra&ice,  from  the  Decrees  of  God.  They 
fay  that  God  has  predetermin'd  and  fixed  the 
-^Period  ofe*v>ery  one  s  Life  fey  ond  which  nothing 
fhall  protract  it ;  jo  tloat  if  tots  Time  be  come. 
Inoculation  will  not  fave  the  Per  fonts  Life . 

Arfw.  But  this  Argument  may  as  well  be 
urg’d  againft  theUfeof  allPhyfick ,  nay,  even 
of  Food,  as  againft  this  Practice,  I  truly  believe, 
as  my  Bible  teaches  me,  that  God  has  fix’d  the 
Period  of  every  one’s  Life  5  but  I  alfo  believe 
that  he  has  done  it  with  a  Regard  to  Second 
Caufes ,  or  that  Courfe  of  Nature  which  he  has 
eftabli  fil’d  3  the  End  and  Means  are  determin'd 
together.  He  that  has  fix’d  in  his  own  Counfel 
how  long  we  fhall  live,  has  alfo  determin’d,  that 
by  fuch  and  fuch  Means,  our  Lives  fhall  be 
continued  to  that  Period  of  Time.  And  how 
does  any  one  know,  but  this  is  to  be  the  ap¬ 
pointed  Means ,  of  their  Prefer vation  in  Life? 

Obj . 
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Obj.  10th.  Some  have  ask’d,  Whether  we 
could  ajfiure  them  their  Lives  in  this  Way  ? 

Anfw.  It  is  ftrange  that  any  fhould  put  the 
Queftion !  when  there  is  none  can  give  the  A f 
furance  of  this,  not  in  the  mofl  innocent  and 
common  Means ,  that  are  every  Day  made  ufe 
of:  Why  then  fhould  they  demand  it  in  this  ? 

I  know  of  one  who  died  under  a  Vomit.  An¬ 
other,  whom  I  alfo  knew,  died  by  pulling  out 
a  Tooth  5  the  bleeding  at  the  Gums,  after  the 
Extradion  of  the  Tooth  could  not  be  ftopt, 
and  in  a  few  Hours  he  died.  And  for  my  own 
part,  as  much  as  I  am  now  for  Inoculation,  I 
am  not  at  all  fhy  to  fay,  that  a  Perfon  may  mif- 
carry  under  it:  For  God  is  Sovereign,  and  will 
keep  us  in  a  Dependence  upon  him,  in  the  Ufe 
of  all  Means.  But  if  it  be  fafe,  unde**  t 
mon  Blefimg  of  God,  that  is  iufficient  to  war¬ 
rant  me  to  venture  upon  it,  when  there  is  Oc- 
cafion.  Nay,  if  one  in  an  hundred  fhould  die 
in  this  Way,  while  there  is  Demonfir  at  ion  .(as 
there  then  would  be)  that  it  is  ten  times  as  fafe 
as  the  common  Way  of  Infedion :  This,  I  hum¬ 
bly  conceive,  would  be  fufficient  to  juftify  my 
going;  into  it :  Tho’  I  muft  confcfs,  in  this  Par- 

11,  ;  w'  _ 

ticular,  I  was  once  of  another  Mind. 

Obj.  i  ith.  But  fuppofe  I  jhould  die  in  the 
Way  of  Inoculation,  would  it  not  make  a  dying 
Hour  very  dark  to  me ,  to  think  that  I  usd 
Means  to  bring  it  upon  my  felf? 

Anfw .  This  is  a  Queftion,  I  muft  confefs,  has 
been  the  moft  affetting  to  me,  of  any  that  have 
related  to  this  Matter.  But  after  the  moft  fe- 
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rious  Confideration  I  have  bellow'd  upon  it,  I 
thus  think ;  If  a  Perfon  Ihould  die  under  Ino¬ 
culation,  he  dies  in  the  Ufe  of  the  moll  likely 
Means  he  knew  of,  to  fave  his  Life  in  a  Time  of 
common  Peril  5  he  dies  then  in  the  Way  of 'Du¬ 
ty and  fomGods  Way :  If  the  Bleffing  is  de« 
ny’d,  he  mult  humbly  refign  this  his  frail  Life, 
unto  the  God  of  it ,  Looking  for  the  Mercy  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  unto  Eternal  Life . 

Obj.  1 2th.  There  is  one  Thing  more  faid  a- , 
gainft  this  Pradice,  which  I  am  loth  to  take 
Notice  of,  becaufe  of  the  Brophanefs  of  it$  but  it 
being  fo  frequently  in  the  Mouths  of  People,  I 
cannot  but  name  it.  5Tis  this,  That  it  is  origi¬ 
nally  from  the  Devil 

Anfw .  Sure  this  is  the  Effed  of  Tranfi 
port !  I  will  return  a  better  Anfwer  to  it 
than  it  deferves :  If  it  be  a  Method  of  Safety , 
and  a  Benefit  to  Mankind,  as  hitherto  it  appears 
to  be,  how  came  the  Devil  to  be  the  Author 
of  it  T  Was  he  ever  a  Benefactor  to  Mankind  * 
No :  But  he  is  a  Murderer  from  the  beginning. 
Every  Age  of  the  World  produces  fome  new 
and  ufeful  Difcoveries,  in  one  Profcflion,  Art 
and  Science  or  another  :  And,  if  this  Difcove- 
ry  be  referv’d  for  our  Day,  why  Ihould  it  not 
be  accepted  in  all  B  laces  with  all  Thankful - 
nefs?  In  a  Word,  I  cannot  but  think  its  Ori¬ 
ginal  derived  el  few  here,  becaufe  my  Bible 
teaches  me,  that  every  good  and  perfect  Gift 
comes  down  from  the  Father  of  Lights. 

As  to  that  Objedion,  of  the  Danger  of  Mo¬ 
thers  catching  the  Difiewper  from  the  Inocula¬ 
ted  5 
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ted ;  there  deeds  only  this  to  be  laid.  That  as 
"tis  to  be  fuppos’d,  the  Practice  will  not  be  gone 
into  till  the  Danger  of  Infe&ion  becomes  com¬ 
mon  in  a  Place,  lb  there  may  be  Methods  eafi- 
ly  taken,  to  prevent  its  hazarding  of  others  that 
can’t  yet  come  into  it.  And  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  a  prudent  Care  in  this  refped. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  freely  given  you  my 
Thoughts  about  this  Practice,  fo  much  fpo- 
ken  againft.  I  muft  now  leave  you  to  judge  for 
your  felf,  praying  God  to  Jhew  you  his  IVay. 
If  you  come  into  the  Frafticc,  I  know  you  will 
not  do  it  in  carnal  Security  s  for  that  may  pro¬ 
voke  God  to  deny  the  Bleffing.  And,  if  God 
pleafe  to  give  it  the  defir  d  Succefs,  you’ll  reii- 
gioufly  give  Glory  to  him,  not  only  for  deli¬ 
vering  you  from  4 Death ,  but  for  faving  you 
from  fuch  a  Bed  of  Corruption ,  as  others  have 
many  wearifome  ‘Days  and  Nights  appointed 
them  in  5  you’ll  think  your  felf  the  more  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  thank  and  praife  your  kind  Dhyfician , 
(I  mean,  the  Great  One,)  who  has  wrought 
your  Cure  by  io  gentle  a  Method. 

I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  my  Prayers,  that 
you  and  I  may  be  made  meet  for,  and,  in  God’s 
Time,  brought  fafe  to,  that  World,  where  there 
(hall  be  no  more  Sickness ,  nor  any  more  Death  5 
where  Sin,  and  all  the  penal  Confequences  of 
it,  fliall  be  done  away  for  ever.  I  am, 


Bcpon, 

Nov.  20.  1721. 


Tour  hearty  Friend , 

and  Servant . 


F  I  N  1  S. 
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